
 
 

         PARKS and RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION  
 MINUTES 

April 6, 2006 
Attendees: 
 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission Members 
              Committee Membership  
Frank McDavid, Chairman Clover Hill District Member of All PRAC Committees 

Jack Griffin, Vice Chairman Bermuda District Capital Projects Committee, 
Athletics Activities Committee, 
Background Checks Committee 

Lynn Crump School Board  Capital Projects Committee, Outreach, 
Greenways Advocacy Committee and 
Future Visions 

Will Shewmake Midlothian District Chair, Bylaws Committee, 
Chair, Outreach and Greenways 
Advocacy Committee 
Future Visions Committee 
Athletic Activities Committee 

Ron Maxey Midlothian District Capital Projects Committee 
 

Dennis Harding Dale District Athletics Activities Committee  
Budget Committee 
By-Laws Committee 

Bob Terrell Dale District Chair, Athletics Activities Committee 
Capital Projects Committee, 
Background Checks Committee 

Jose Sanchez Clover Hill District Capital Projects Committee 
Athletic Activities Committee 

Earl Gee Matoaca District Budget Committee 
Athletics Activities Committee, 
By-laws Committee 

Tim Russell Matoaca District Chair, Budget Committee 
Chair, Future Visions 
Background Checks Committee 
Outreach & Greenways Advocacy 

 
Absent: 
Jim Beck Bermuda District  
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Parks and Recreation Staff 
 
Mike Golden, Director, Primary Liaison, By-laws Committee and Future Visions Committee  
Lynell McClinton, Chief of Finance, Primary Liaison Budget Committee  
Phil Innis, Assistant Director, Primary Liaison Athletic Activities, Outreach & Greenways, and 
Background Checks Committee 
Bruce Dove, Assistant Director, Liaison Budget, Capital Projects and Future Visions Committee   
Mark Askin, Chief of Parks, Liaison Outreach and Greenways and Budget Committees 
Stuart Connock, Jr., Chief of Parks Design and Construction, Primary Liaison, Capital Projects 
Committee 
Bill Carlson, Athletics Manager, Liaison Athletic Activities and Background Checks Committees 
Doug Salyers, Liaison Budget Committee 
Rebecca J Parker, CPS/CAP, Secretary 
 
2006 Standing Committee  
                                                             Outreach and  
Budget               Capital Projects      Athletics Activities   Background Checks          Greenways 

Tim Russell, Chair Jack Griffin, Chair Bob Terrell, Chair Bob Terrell, Chair Will Shewmake, Chair 
Earl Gee Lynn Crump Earl Gee Jack Griffin Lynn Crump 
Dennis Harding Ron Maxey Jack Griffin Frank McDavid Frank McDavid 
Frank McDavid Jim Beck Dennis Harding Tim Russell Tim Russell 
  Bob Terrell Tim Russell   
 Frank McDavid Will Shewmake   
 Jose Sanchez Frank McDavid   

 
 

Future Visions         By-Laws 
Tim Russell-Chair Will Shewmake, Chair 
Will Shewmake Earl Gee 
Lynn Crump Dennis Harding 
Frank McDavid  
 
 
 
Speakers on Scheduled and Unscheduled Matters   
Blake Eller Chesterfield Baseball Clubs (CBC) 
Robert Hodges Chesterfield Basketball League 
Kevin Johnson Evergreen Athletic Association 
Lou Lippa CMYFL, Bellwood Athletic Assoc 

and Central Chesterfield Little 
League 

Sherman Litton Planning Commission 
Tim Mick Youth Fishing 
Rob Walters Bon Air Basketball 
Rick Wingen Gordon Athletic Association 
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 Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission Mission Statement  
 

Working in partnership with the public, Parks and Recreation Department, and the Board of 
Supervisors, Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission (PRAC) seeks to eliminate obstacles that 
interfere with Chesterfield County’s ability to efficiently and safely provide greenways, parks, 
recreational facilities, and associated programs.  PRAC also strives to support recreational 
programs and facilities that a First Choice Community such as Chesterfield should afford its 
citizens, as well as to exercise leadership in projecting the future recreational needs of the 
County’s citizens and determining how best to meet those needs. 
 
 
 

Chairman’s Work Session 
6:30 p.m. 

 
 
Chairman’s Remarks 
 
Frank McDavid discussed procedures with Commission members and suggested that in the normal 
course of the meeting, if an issue arises that would require further study and preparation, it should be 
sent to committee for review, instead of trying to promise a timeline for a resolution that might not be 
met. 
 
 

1. Items Under Committee Review  
 

• Statements of Each Committee’s Purpose and Function 
Jack Griffin, chairman of the Capital Projects Committee, said that he would work with Stuart Connock, 
Jr. and committee members to develop a vision statement.  Chairman McDavid asked Jack Griffin to 
also work with other committee chairs to have their vision statements ready by May 4. Tim Russell 
advised that the Future Vision’s purpose statement was completed and had been approved by committee 
members.  He advised he would distribute it to Commission members. 
 

• PRAC By-laws Committee 
Chairman McDavid said there was a consensus that the Commission was prepared to vote on the  
revised By-laws tonight as well as the PRAC Mission statement.  If approved, the By-laws will go to the 
Board of Supervisors for approval on April 26.  The Mission Statement will be sent to the Board for 
their information. 
 

• Committee Reports 
Frank McDavid invited any Committee Chairman that has a report to report during the 7:00 p.m. 
session. Procedures have changed in that all committees will not routinely be requested to report.   
 
 

• Capital Projects Committee 
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- Jack Grffin reported that the synthetic turf presentation and proposal had been previously 
shared with members through e-mails. A letter has been prepared and will be sent to the 
Board if approved by PRAC during the 7:00 p.m. session. 

 
- The new mobile concession lease will be ready for a public hearing in May. 

 
- Expansion of gyms in the northern area was discussed at the Capital Projects meeting and 

Mike Golden was asked to write a letter to the schools.  Jack Griffin suggested that the 
artificial turf issue be introduced in the same letter. 

 
- Stuart Connock’s detailed project list was distributed to the Commission.  

 
Dennis Harding reported that Manchester Middle School might be eligible for CDBG funds.  Mike said 
the middle school building and grounds are in the block grant zone, but facility program funding would 
depend upon the user population and the project.  
 

2 Park Staff Items: 
 

- Manchester and Midlothian Middle Lighting in the Gyms 
Mike Golden said Park’s staff measured light readings and found them to be low. School 
maintenance will replace lamps in selected areas and measurements will be taken again.  Ron Maxey 
advised he would follow-up with Robert Campbell.  Chairman McDavid said that an update would 
be requested during the May work session. 
 

- Storage space at Manchester Middle School –the old garage. 
Bruce Dove said that the County is not using this garage as storage; however, the school may be 
storing something in the garage. Phil Innis advised that an update would be given during the May 
work session. 
 

- Fourth of July Celebration 
Mike Golden reported that discussions were underway about moving the Fourth of July Celebration 
from the Fairgrounds to the County Airport.  This move would provide a larger safety zone that 
could accommodate a more dramatic fireworks display in July 2006. A combination of the Air Show 
and the Fireworks display in July 2007 is a possibility, if extra funding and other issues can be 
resolved. 
 

- Increase in Fees for Janitorial Services at School Gyms 
Mike Golden updated Commissioners about a budget issue that might be resolved before next fall.  
The school system has experienced increases in the janitorial fees for their gymnasiums.  Parks and 
Recreation must pay this fee for janitorial service for any weekend programs; Parks and Recreation 
is not charged for weeknights because the janitor is already on site.  The approximate increase above 
the $100,000 + that is budgeted this year will be $8,000. Next year, another $16,000-$18,000 may be 
charged. This increase has the potential to reduce gym time, if funds cannot be found in the budget.   
 

- Government Center Trail Dedication 
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Phil Innis advised that final approval is being sought to change the dedication date of the trail to 
Friday, June 2, at 11:30 a.m. and the date change should result in a larger crowd.  Frank McDavid 
said the Relay for Life event is scheduled for that evening, and the earlier time for the dedication 
would not be a problem.    
  

                    The Chairman’s Work Session was closed at 6:55 p.m. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. PRAC MEETING   
 
 
                   

I. Chairman, Frank McDavid called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 

II. Invocation:  
Ron Maxey delivered the Invocation. Mr. Maxey expressed thanks for our many blessings and asked for 
the continuation of grace for health and happiness and wisdom to enable the best decisions to be made. 
 

III. Pledge of Allegiance: 
   Becky Parker led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

IV. Approval of March 2, 2006, Minutes: 
      Bob Terrell made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and approve them as  
    written.  Earl Gee seconded the motion. There was no discussion. The Commission vote was  

   unanimous and the  minutes were approved as written. 
 

V. Amendments to Agenda: None 
 

VI. Meeting Procedures: 
Chairman McDavid discussed changes to the meeting procedures that now give priority to public 
comments.  Chairman McDavid instructed anyone who wished to speak to stand and advise him.  A 
sign-up sheet is available, and remarks should be limited to 5 minutes or less.  A twenty-four hour 
notice must be given before a presentation can be made to the Commission, and that presentation must 
be limited to 30 minutes or less. 

 
VII. Public Comments on Agenda Items: 

 
Tim Mick – Bass Fishing Club 
Tim Mick said that the Bass Fishing Club has experienced so much growth that a second club can now 
be formed.  The original Club meets at Castaway Sporting Goods.  Tim Mick expressed his thanks for 
all of their support in donating equipment.  The second club will meet at Rockwood Nature Center 
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(beginning Monday, April 10) for youth in the western part of the County.  There is a fishing program at 
Bailey Bridge Middle School, Reams and one forming at Jacobs Elementary. In the future, it is hoped 
that high schools will also have a fishing program. 
 
This weekend beginning at 6:00 a.m., on the Chicahominy Lake, eleven Chesterfield youth will be 
competing in the Super Six-Man Juniors’ Tournament for positions in their age group, to participate in a 
state tournament that will take place later in June. The weigh in is at 3:00 p.m., at Allen’s Marina. Tim 
Mick invited all to attend. 
 
If youth from the Super Six-Man Juniors’ Tournament are the top fishermen in the state competition, 
prizes will include an all expense paid trip to Birmingham, Alabama, with their parents. In Birmingham, 
they can compete for $5,000 in scholarship money and the opportunity to have their image printed on 
Kellogg’s brand cereal boxes.  The youth will be fishing from a boat this weekend at the Super Six-Man 
Juniors’ Tournament, two youth per boat and the smallest boat is 18-foot, the largest is 21-foot.  The 
fishermen donate gas for the boats.   
 
Some of the sponsors for the Bass Federation, Inc., a non-profit organization, include the Army National 
Guard, Wal-Mart and Ranger Bass Boats.  Competition ages are 11-14 years and 15-18 years.  August 
31 is the cut-off date for registration. A few youth are ages 10 and under, but they must stay within four 
feet of an adult.  Tim Mick advised he was fully insured for any incidents.  Mr. Mick is the volunteer 
state director for the program.  Tim Mick thanked Parks and Recreation for all the support and 
cooperation, especially Phil Innis and Bruce Dove.   
 
Tim Mick requested improvements in riverbank access for fishing at the Conservation area.   Mr. Mick 
asked that if anyone had a pond open for fishing to call him at (804) 526-6968.  
 
Phil Innis said Parks and Recreation is recommending approval of co-sponsorship for the second Bass 
Club. The PRAC vote on this co-sponsorship request would be addressed at the New Business portion of 
the agenda. 
  
Lou Lippa, Bellwood Athletic Association 
Lou Lippa discussed the efforts of the Bellwood Athletic Association in supporting girls’ softball, boys’ 
baseball, football and basketball.  Mr. Lippa introduced Donna Jordan and Fred “Roy” Jordan, members 
of the Bellwood Association who fundraise year-round and try to keep youth sports active in this 
important corridor. The Honorable R.M.”Dickie” King and Kelly Miller have expressed concern for 
youth sports in this area.   
 
Mr. Lippa discussed the need for an electric meter to be placed on an existing meter post at Bellwood 
Elementary in order to light a storage shed that has been recently vandalized. The shed is on school 
property and the meter post is near the shed, the school would have to approve any changes.   Bruce 
Dove will contact Fred “Roy” Jordan to discuss options. 
 
Dennis Harding asked Sherman Litton if it was possible to help Bellwood Association in their efforts to 
provide youth sports in this corridor.  Sherman Litton said he would talk to Mr. King.  Sherman Litton 
asked Mike Golden to pursue a block grant or try to find a way to financially help the Association this 
year.  Lou Lippa advised that Bellwood Athletic Association has his full support.   
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 Chesterfield Metro Youth Football Association (CMYFL) 
Lou Lippa advised that the press box at Carver Middle School is almost completed and he estimated that 
it would be a $50,000 building that cost around $5,000 to build because of the volunteer efforts.  
 
Central Chesterfield Little League 
Lou Lippa talked about the problem experienced with the new pre-treatment system on Field #2, at 
Daniel Park at Iron Bridge. Bruce Dove said a dedicated phone line was being installed to the repairman. 
The problem occurred when the system did not cycle automatically, as expected.  The water flow, drain 
fields and tank level are being monitored.   
 
Blake Eller, Chesterfield Baseball Club (CBC) 
 
Mr. Eller requested that Bruce Dove purchase a flag for Daniel Park at Iron Bridge and send him the 
bill.   
 
Mr. Eller reported the problem of dogs running loose on the ball fields at Rockwood Park.  Owners 
apparently are locking the gates and letting the dogs run on the baseball fields and are not cleaning up 
behind the dogs.  The dog park is apparently overcrowded.  Bruce Dove advised that he would contact 
Animal Control and let them know the ordinance is being violated.   The ordinance is posted at the 
entrance of each park.   
 
Blake Eller asked that a report on Miracle League be presented at a future PRAC meeting. 
 
Rick Wingen, Gordon Athletic Association 
Mr. Wingen said their Board has recognized the growth of interest in Lacrosse, for example, Swift 
Creek has 1,200 players, Geronimo has 700 players. Gordon has also talked with Weaver and CQL. 
The Association would like to survey Gordon, Evergreen, Providence and Crenshaw.  Mr. Wingen said 
that he understood approval was needed to survey a school. Frank McDavid suggested that Mr. Wingen 
talk to Phil Innis and arrange for permission to conduct a survey.  Mike Golden confirmed that the 
organization officially bringing forth the request was Gordon Athletic Association. 
 
Lynn Crump suggested a study to determine if there are enough fields available to support the request. 
Ron Maxey said an increase in lacrosse could cause baseball numbers to go down. 
 
Tim Russell confirmed that the long-term goal of Gordon Athletic Association was to become part of 
Chesterfield Lacrosse. Tim Russell asked that the Commission keep in mind that there could possibly 
end up being six lacrosse leagues to try find fields for play, instead of one league. 
 
 
Kevin Johnson, Vice President, Evergreen Association 
Mr. Johnson advised he had been with the Evergreen Association for 11 years.  Mr. Johnson reported 
that Evergreen was possibly the worst facility-- with no lights, the grass not cut, fencing and equipment 
twenty-years old.   
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Mr. Johnson invited the Commissioners to come to the site and see the condition for themselves.  Mr. 
Johnson asked the Commission for help in getting improvements to this site.  Evergreen conditions stand 
in stark contract to the fine conditions at Gordon.  Evergreen Association’s first request would be for 
lighting.   
 
Mike Golden updated the Commission on the overall planning strategy for fields.  The idea was not to 
put lighted Class I fields at every elementary school for the particular association playing at the school.  
The focus was to put lighted Class I fields at central locations in parks and athletic complexes.   Many 
elementary schools have Class III fields. 
  

- Class I fields are lighted park fields 
- Class II fields are lighted school fields 
- Class III are not lighted 

 
Mr. Hodges, with Chesterfield Basketball League and Blake Eller, with CBC, pointed out that most of 
the work at Gordon was completed by volunteers.  
 
Frank McDavid asked Mike Golden and his staff to meet with Mr. Johnson at Evergreen.   
 

VIII. Parks and Recreation Director’s Remarks: 
Mike Golden said that there was concern about the drought conditions causing loss of topsoil and turf  at 
some of the fields.  Irrigation has now been turned on at most locations. Bruce Dove said that the 
irrigation could not be turned on earlier because of freeze conditions.  The controller mechanism 
operates using a small tube of water and if it freezes, a $300 controller is destroyed.  Bruce Dove said 
approximately 90% of the irrigation is operating.  Ron Maxey suggested that artificial turf is one 
solution to this problem. 
 

IX. Accept Parks and Recreation Staff Reports: 
 
Co-sponsorship Report 
Phil Innis reported that information due from all the co-sponsorship organizations has not been received.  
Mr. Innis requested approval to send a letter requesting this information, as had been done in the past.  
Phil Innis received a consensus from the Commission to send the letters.  Frank McDavid said he would 
sign them. 
 
PRAC By-laws 
Will Shewmake, Chairman of the By-laws Committee thanked the Commission for their input on the 
By-laws.  Will Shewmake made a motion to adopt the changes to the By-laws to be forwarded to the 
Board of Supervisors. Lynn Crump seconded the motion. During discussion, Dennis Harding noted that 
on page 4, section 5, a numbering change was needed. There was no further discussion.  Will Shewmake 
made a motion to adopt the changes to the By-laws, including the numbering changes, to be forwarded 
to the Board of Supervisors. There was no further discussion and the motion passed with unanimous 
vote. Mike Golden advised that the By-laws could probably be taken before the Board for an afternoon 
session on April 26. 
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PRAC Mission Statement 
Will Shewmake made a motion to accept the PRAC Mission Statement. Jose Sanchez seconded the 
motion. Lynn Crump asked that the Board of Supervisors be advised of the Mission Statement. There 
was no further discussion. The motion passed with unanimous vote.  
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Capital Projects Committee: 
Jack Griffin reported that the Capital Projects Committee discussed the need for gym space and the 
options offered by synthetic turf.  Jack Griffin made a motion that the Commission approve for 
submission to the Board of Supervisors, along with supporting documentation and background 
information, the letter supporting synthetic turf for sports fields as a viable option for future upgrades 
and future recreational facilities. Bob Terrell seconded the motion. Frank McDavid advised that the 
attachments would include his presentation to the Board of Supervisors, documentation text and a recent 
newspaper article.  There was no further discussion. The motion passed with one abstention.  
 
Future Visions Committee 
Phil Innis recommended that Future Visions Committee members meet to review nominations for the 
Hall of Fame Memorial.  Tim Russell requested that Phil Innis e-mail him dates for a meeting. 
 

X. Deferred Business: None 
 

XI. New Business 
 
Winter Sports Programs Reports: 
 
Rob Walter, Bon Air Basketball League 
Mr. Walters advised that the organization had experienced a year of growth, beginning with 270 players 
and ending with 320 players.  This year is their 50th Anniversary.  The Burke family was their founders. 
Their games are played at Greenfield, Bon Air Elementary, Crestwood Elementary, Bettie Weaver, 
James River High School and Cosby Middle School.    
 
The neighborhoods and streets keep kids together as teams; however, Bon Air Basketball League has 
replaced this with school teams that stay together from 3rd grade through 12th grade. The teams are 
organized and kept together by grade instead of age.  Expanding leagues to the high schools has been a 
huge success.  Next year they are planning to have an all-games division for the older youth.  They are 
also planning to split into A and B leagues. Educational scholarships are also planned for next year in 
the amount of $1,000. 
 
Mr. Walters reported that Bon Air Basketball League was happy to donate and support the PTA.  
 
Mr. Walters asked for any consideration for gym space in the Bon Air area.   
 
Inspirational Award to be offered by Bon Air Basketball League  
 
Rob Walters gave the background on a young man he plans to nominate for the first award. Mr. 



Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission Meeting Minutes 
04/06/06  10 

Dave Miracle passed away on a Thursday, and his son Tyler remained focused and was able to inspire 
his team by coming out to play basketball two days after this personal loss. Tyler scored the first two 
baskets of the game.   
 
Frank McDavid thanked Mr. Walters for sharing this inspirational story that embodied the ethics, 
integrity and morals that we strive to pass on to our youth. He said that Tyler was an inspiration and a 
fine young man with the ability to keep his perspective under difficult circumstances. 
 
Approval of Cosponsorship  
Ron Maxey made a motion to approve the application for Co-sponsorship of the Bass Fishing Club at 
Rockwood Park Nature Center.  Tim Russell seconded the motion.  Will Shewmake confirmed that there 
would be no fishing in the restricted Gregory’s Pond.  There was no further discussion and the motion 
passed with a unanimous vote. 
 

XII. Recommendations of Agenda Items for May 4, 2006: 
• Winter Sports Programs Report  
• Miracle League Field Update 
• Public Hearing Portable Concession Lease 
 

 Recommendations of Agenda Items for Work Session  
• Manchester Middle Lighting – follow up 
• Manchester Middle Storage 

 
XIII. Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Rebecca J. Parker, CPS/CAP 
 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 4, 2006, at the Central Library Rooms A&B 


